Like all really good ideas. Anarchy it pretty 
simple when you get down to it — human 
■ibeings are at their very best when they are 
ving free of authority, deciding things among 
lemselves rather than being ordered about. 
hat'S what the word means — 'Without Govern- 
ient'. A lot of the time most of us know this 
lyway (though there are a few oddballs in the 
orld who actually enjoy being pushed around), 
it we also know just how difficult it can usually be 
sing anything for yourself — if you try you're 
cely to break some law or contravene some 
gulation or other. 

But throughout human history people have 
ied to do just that. To live freely. Sometimes on 
eir own. sometimes in small groups, sometimes 
great popular 
ovements. 




If we are to consider ourselves as revolutionaries, 
we must acknowledge that we have an obligation 
to succeed in pursuing revolution. Here, we must 
acknowledge not only the power of our enemies, 
but our own power as well. Realizing the nature of 
our power, we must not deny ourselves the exercise 
of the options available to us; we must utilize sur- 
prise, cunning and flexibility; we must use the 
strength of our enemy to undo him, keeping him 
confused and off-balance. We must organize with 
perfect clarity to be utterly unpredictable. When 
our enemies expect us to respond to provocation 
with violence, we must react calmly and peacefully; 
just as they anticipate our passivity, we must throw 
a grenade. Kwamc j uii (S to kely Carmichael) 

Code of Nonviolence 

"We are fighting to dismantle the system of violence 
that is being inflicted upon the earth and its 
inhabitants by political and corporate powers that be; 
the violence which leads to the destruction of earth's 
biodiversity and integrity, the torture and extinction 
of its species, and the oppression and genocide of its 
peoples, in the interests of capital profit. With 
compassion and respect for all life we will fight, by 
any means necessary, to end this violence of 
injustice." -Wild and Free 






Pacifism is suicidal. In its core impulse to prostrate itself 
before the obvious reality of the violence inherent in state 
power, pacifism not only inverts Em ilia no Zapata's fa- 
mous dictum that "It is better to die on one's feet than to 
live on one's knees"; it actually posits the proposition chat 
s it best to die on one's knees and seeks to achieve this 
*esult as a matter of principle. Pacifist Eros is thus trans- 
muted into Thanatos}* 

While it seems certain that at least a portion of 
pacifism's propensity toward suicide is born of the ear - 
icr-mentioned delusion that it can impel nonviolence 
}n the part of the state (and is therefore simply errone- 
>us), there is a likelihood that one of two other factors is 
it work in many cases: 

1 . A sublimated death wish manifesting itself in a rather 
commonly remarked "gambler's neurosis" (i.e., "Can I 
risk everything and win?"). 

2. A desublimated death wish manifesting itself in a 
"political" equivalent of walking out in front of a bus 
("Will it hit me or not?")- Wsu ^ Churchill ; 

Pacifism as Pathology 

The land frer, free for all, witiunti overseers and masters. Seek 
justice frum tyrannical governments, not with a hat in your hand 
but with a rifle in your fists.' Emiliano Zapata 




It is the obligation of every person who claims 
to oppose oppression to resist the oppressor by 
every means at his or her disposal Not to 
engage in physical resistance, armed resistance 
to oppression, is to serve the interests of the 
oppressor, no more, no las. There are no 
exceptions to the"ruU, no easy out. . . 

-AssataShakur, 1984 




DISORDERLY COHDUCT 



SUMMER 2000 




. Revoltingly Yours. 

the "Bring on the Ruckus" Society 
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THE PARIS COMMUNE 

*A place where people still laugh ..." ' 

RiMMed in a history <>l " revolui ion from 1 78(1 (in ougli lo 
the workers' revolts in the I 830s and 1840s. lite Paris 
..Commune of 1871 wax ihc first great urhaii 
insurrection or modern limes. For anarchists K was proof 
of their vision. As Kropotkin wrote: 'A WW Men Ml bom . . . 
the pood tf departure of future revolutions: 

In 1870 die French government 

lost a humiliating war against 

Prussia. Popular anger 

against the government 

s|wrkfd a chain of 

revolts throughout 

France. As the 

Prussian army closed around Paris its iM>|Hilacc rushed to 
p mii the ncighhi iiirliix h! battalions of the 
National Guard ami soon 38-1.000 li.nl 
volunteered. With the people iu arms, 
the govcninieut lied the capital lor 
Versailles and made peace with the 
Prussians. Next tlie government 
had lo regain < mm < A of a defiant 
Paris, and on March 18th. 1871. 
it seiii in troops to regain the 
National Guard cannon. 

Soldiers refused lo lire ihi 
the jeering crowds, though. 
and turned their wca|ious on 
ofTicers. shooting their commander. 'Ilic Commune had 
lH-guii. 

leading lh<* s|xmianeons rising, die National Guard 
seized |Mibtic huildiugs. churches and houses of the wealthy 
and handed them over to the numerous political 'dubs' and 
committees which sprang up. The people became involved 
in running die entire ciiy. delegates Ix-ing dected on a 




temporary basis and having constantly to re|>nri luck lo 
their districts. By May. 43 factories were cooperatively run 
and the Louvre museum was a munitions factory run by a 
workers' council. 

The Commune gave priority to education — one child iu 
tli ree would otherwise have had no schooling at all — and 
die National Guard evicted nuns and priests I mm the city's 
schools. An all-women committee, including the anarchist 
Louise Michel, organised classes for women, and opened 
girls' schools and day nurseries near the factories. 

One of the most striking aspects of the Paris Commune 
was its carnival atmosphere. It was a festival of the oppressed': 
die city had 'all the signs of being on holiday . . . The exritemenl 
was so intense that people moved about as if 'in a dream . . .'Paris 
was 'a place where people stilt laugh. ' Bui it was only lo last for 
73 days. With die city under 
continuous siege, food became 
scarce and soaring prices 
led to extreme hardship. 
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On May 1st, government Hoops entered I he starving 
city. Seven days of hitler lighting followed hclnrc. one by 
one. all of the Commune's barricades were overcome-. A 
icrrilMc slaughter lolloweri. Squad* of soldiers ami armed 
members oT the bourgeoisie roamed die street*, killing ami 

maiming at will. Ai least .10. (Mm rami tards died in the 

allermalh. 

PROPAGANDA BY DEED 

"lite 

defeat of the 
laiiiimuue left 
French workers 
iu clcss and gave 
•urgcoisic a new 
xistiug industry, 
mainly carried (Hit in small crab workshop, was rapidly 
transformed by the- dcvclo|>nicnl of production-line 
factories. Workers were |»nwerlcss. lamg hours, low wages 
and rigid discipline meant greater |*iverty; any aliem|rt to 
organise a union meant the sack and siarvalioii. In reply, 
anarchists began a campaign of violence. 'Ilie era of 
"Proftaganda by the Deed" had begun. 

'Placid and carefree sleeps the bourgeoisie, but the dtry .</ 
shuddering and fear, uf finrmm tempests, <•) bloody teveuge i\ 
approaching. The sai<age, blinding light of exploskms begins lo 
Itglit up its dreams, property trembles and cracks under the 
deafening blows of dynamite, the palaces of stone crack open 
providing a breach through which will puur the wave oj the poor 
and the starving. .^^^^ ^i— ~^?»?>rT^ = 



REMEMBER THE HISTORY 



For 20 years the anarchists struck out with houib. pistol or 
dagger at every King, President, Minister or millionaire 
that came within reach: 
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An introduction to Primitive Anarchy 



Not so very long ago the main anarchist outlook 
had a lot in common with marxism. Anarchists In 
general have always tried to keep the Individual in 
mind— unlike marxlsts— and thus have usually 
espoused some form of self-management. Society 
should not be run in any hierarchical manner, or by 
a system of remote representation. 

But anarchists and marxlsts were essentially In 
accord as to what a future society would look like. 
Modern industrialism was rarely at issue( William 
Morris was an exception; c.g. his lovely News front 
Nowhere), based on a shared acceptance of techno- 
logical progress. Today's syndicalists (e.g. the 
I. W.W.) continue this faith and tradition, as do the 
anarcho-leftists of Class War and those of the re- 
cently defunct Love & Rage. 

In the '90's, however, a new face of anarchy 
emerged In earnest. This new anarchy questions 
and Indicts more than |ust capitalism. Without 
rejecting Marx's Insights about the basic reality of 
class division and the totalizing axis of commodity 
and wage labor, the new anarchy movement also 
holds that technology, and civilization Itself, are 
central to the problem of domination. Leftists have 
been unwilling to consider this perspective, and 
their analysis remains as limited' as their tactics 
remain most often tame and ineffective. 

It Is occurring to a growing number of people that 
technology is by no means a neutral phenomenon, 
with its meaning and value solely determined by 
how it Is put to use. Rather, technology Is (and 
always has been) the incarnation of the dominant 



social system, the embodiment of Its deepest values. 
Such as efficiently outweighing wholeness, distanc- 
ing promoted at the expense of the sensual. Tech- 
nology Is the very ground and texture of the en- 
semble of dominating Institutions. 

A woman whose letter to theeditor expressed the 
hope for Y2K's potential collapse of technology 
put this In very personal terms. She wrote of 
technology's destructive effects on family life and 
one-on-one communication. 

It is also becoming dearer that the very logic of 
civilization, based as it is upon division of labor and 
domestication. Is bringing the most fateful results. 
Freud predicted almost 75 years ago that the fullness 
of civilization would bring universal neurosis. The 
Increasing empty, even pathological character of 
society suggests that he may have even under- 
estimated the dvillzatlonal toll. When two-year- 
olds have to be drugged Into societal compliance, 
six-year-olds gun down schoolmates, and 40 to SO 
million require psychoactive drugs to ward off seri- 
ous depression, where are we heading? How deep- 
seated Is this death of Inner nature, that Is proceed- 
ing as surely as that of outer nature? 

The left. Including leftist anarchists, falls to chal- 
lenge the death march we're on at anything ap- 
proaching an effective level. Having no fundamen- 
tal quarrel with production and work, for Instance, 
the old movement accepts a masslfled, massively 
alienated world that Is conditioned and deformed at 
base. Their litany of carping at corporate excesses 
hardly scratches the surface of what has gone wrong. 

Pri m i t ivist anarchy combines fundamental analy- 



sis with militancy to match Its theoretical chal- 
lenge. We know how rotten, strangling and destruc- 
tive the entire setup Is, Ihdudlng technology and 
dvilization. We take seriously what Is now taught In 
basic anthropology courses: before civilization, 
humanity enjoyed a great deal of robust health, 
gender equality, leisure time, communion with the 
natural world, an absence of organized violence, 
and ethos of sharing. The Implications of this fairly 
new paradigm can hardly be overstated, both as an 
explanation for the hastening deterioration of all 
life and as an inspiration to action. The "social 
ecology" perspective, on the other hand does not 
question the thrust or logic of technology and 
dvilization. It assumes the continuance of •mass 
production" based life. Its sel f -management orien- 
tation calling very few basics Into question. 

Domestication and division of labor undergrld 
and drive forward the catastrophe of the modern 
techno-'llfe. "They must be eradicated If life, health, 
and freedom are again to flourish. It seems to us that 
the long night of captivity and denial Is beginning 
'to break Up, as Its vast contradictions express them- 
selves fully. Ultimately, no one will be exempt from 
the overall fact of human Immlseration and plan- 
etary despoliation. We think It Is time for transpar- 
ency, critique, and the envisioning of qualitative 
change of the most basic kind. The analysis and 
action of the left are powerless against the sources of 
this crisis. Up with a global festival of real revoitl 
Lets dismantle the whole awful weight of separation 
and degradation. As the 1968 Paris street slogan had 
It, "Under the pavement Its the beach!" 

- GREEN ANARCHY 
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FROM RIOT TO INSURRECTION 



HIHHINIM aiOO SIH1 H3AO WHVM SHmVNOIimOAHtf 
d33:x Ol (100M3HH ONEMVW A8 HSA dOOD 01 VNiYI DNIlliid 
MI 133dS3tf HA0 MOHS ONV N0IXO3TIO0 9(18 V DNIJLa'VXS 
JL€ HDNYXSISHH S.A'UHHJLXna VTinl EZTIVlHOWFa Sjm 

AlINVWaH 01 1 VIDHHNH3 SI H9HVHSHH DI31IN3I0S 

xvhx *a*ios onv xhoaos as ox onihihwos 

SI HIHV3 3H1 IVHI 'AXHadOHd 3JLVtfOdHOD 
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WATTS 

In August. Los Angeles' black ghetto. Watts, crupicd in 
three days of open rebellion. Attempts at peace talks failed 
utterly: there were no leaders of the spontaneous revolt 10. 
talk to. Beginning with liquor stores and gun shops the" 
populace started a carnival of systematic pillage, looting 
and arson. Order could only be restored by the use of an 
entire infantry division supported by tanks. 32 people were 
killed, 800 wounded and 3000 were arrested. Fires alone 
cost the city 30 million dollars. 

For Situational s. Watts was a rebellion of worker consumers 
against commodities. Uepriwd of future, tliey reject commodity 
exchange through theft and gift.' In New York, the radical 
group Black Mask linked that rebellion with their own 
struggle against the art establishment: 

'A new spirit is rising. Like the streets of Watts we burn the 
revolution. We assault your Gods . . . We sing of your death 
DESTROY THE MUSEUMS ...Our struggle cannot be 

hung on the nulls. Let the past 

fall under the blows of revolt. 

The guerrilla, the blacks, the 

people of the future, we are 

T>"}-= ; m/m |j\ all at your heels. Goddamn 

vr culture, your science, 

your art. What purpose 

do they serve? 

Your mass-murder 

cannot be 

concealed. The 

industrialist, the 

hanker, the bourgeoisie, 

their unlimited pretence and vulgarity, 

continue to stockpile art while they 

slaughter humanity. Your life has failed.- The world is 
rising against your, oppression. There are people at the 
gates seeking a new world. The machine, the conquering of 
space and time, there are the seeds of the future which, fed 
from jour barbarism, will carry us forward. We are ready... 

'LET THE STRUGGLE BEGIN.' 
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LAKERS WIN! 

PIGS LOSE! 

On Monday, Juna 19 tha Los Angolas Lakers dafaated the Indiana Pacers In 
gama 6 of tha NBA Finals. 116-111 to win thair first basketball championship in a 
down years. Several thousand fans g a th ered to watch tha oama on a large screen 
outsida tha stadium. After the oama. rioting broke out after fans throw debris of 
passing limousines and attacked and looted e TV news von. People then bagan to 
start bonfires in the streets using Pacer's t-shirts and other debris as incendiarias. 
Looting spread to a computer store and a total of 74 vahidas wara burned at seven 
different car dealerships. Several -people were injured and 11 were arrested. 

Fortun a t e ly, several cops were injured os wall and two sguad cars were burned. 
After living vicariously through tha celebrities en the big scraan. it was tima for 
e v er yon e to return back to their own livas. And given how dull tha Hves of. most 
people era, what better way to return in on ecstatic rags, d es t r oy in g tha streets of 
Los Angeles and fighting the pigs who restrain us from living our livas freefy . 




**I must rise in revolt 
to rise In the world." 




-Max Stirner, 



NOTE: Urban insurrection is vital; but raping, fighting and 
killing each other, and destroying our own neighborhoods in die 
process is not only fucked-up, but intolerable. Let's focus our 
destructive energies on the institutional powers which oppress all 
of us! -REVOLT NOW! 




II You Don't 



RIOT 



Then You Can't 



